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And soon, that well-bred manner was to help
in carrying Chopin into the highest society. At
some time during 1832 he wrote to his friend
Dominik Dziewanowski, commenting in a char-
acteristic way upon his good fortune : "I move
among the best people. I sit with ambassadors,
princes, ministers ; and have not even a notion
how it all came about. I didn't try for it. It is a
most necessary thing for me, because good taste is
supposed to depend upon position in society.
At once you have a bigger talent if you have been
heard at the English or Austrian Embassy ; you
play better if Princess Vaudemont (the last of the
old Montmorency family) was your protector -
I can't say is, because the good woman died a
week ago." Probably his success with Paris
society was indirectly due to the oppression of the
Poles by Russia, for after the fall of Warsaw the
presence of refugees in Paris brought Polish art
into fashion. But his entry into that world,
Chopin owed to Prince Valentin Radziwill. Their
meeting in Paris, it appears, was accidental, but
it had important results. Through the Prince,
Chopin obtained admission to that plane of social
life where an artist can accept patronage without
losing caste. He took pupils and was well paid
for his lessons. But the necessity of keeping up
appearances prevented any great recovery from
his financial embarrassment, " Do you imagine
I'm making a fortune ? " he asks Dominik. " I
tell you my carriage and white gloves, without
which I should not appear as a gentleman^ should